THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

Wanthali for the Chudasamas. He died three years
later and was succeeded by his brother, Ra Muktasinha,
whose reign of twenty-four years passed by in peace. It
was, however, but the calm before the storm, for after
his death Mahomedan incursions into Saurashtra became
more and more frequent and severe.

About this time Sultan Muzafar Khan, then a Maho-
medan general, began greatly to extend Mahomedan
power in Gujarat, and Saurashtra of necessity felt the
weight of his sword. In A.D. 1394 he marched with a
large army into the peninsula and attacked Wanthali.
Ra Muktasinha was powerless to resist the onslaught and
quickly surrendered, being required, as the price of
defeat, to pay a heavy tribute. He had previously
acknowledged the power of the Mahomedans in obeying
the order of Sultan Firoz Taghlak's Viceroy in Gujarat to
remove his capital from the strongly fortified Junagadh
to the less favoured Wanthali, and had agreed to a
Mahomedan Viceroy being placed at Junagadh. He
had even obeyed the order to take an army against the
Jethwa chief, whom he subdued on behalf of the Musal-
man overlords. And so it may be imagined that the
resistance offered to Muzafar Khan was not very stout.
After subduing the Chudasama, the Musalman general
marched against Somnath, and once again the famous
temple suffered desecration and spoliation. This was in
A.D. 1395, and from that date Islam began to be firmly
established at the place which for centuries had been the
very centre of Hindu religion and culture.

In A.D. 1397 Ra Muktasinha died, and was succeeded
by his son, Ra Mandlik II, who remained at Wanthali
and ruled for only three years.

About this time momentous changes were taking
place in Gujarat, the confusion caused by Timur's invasion
of India being chiefly responsible. Muzafar Khan had
tasted much power as Governor of Gujarat and Saurashtra
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